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THE LATE MR D. C. MACPHERSON.

It is our painful duty this month to record the death, at Edinburgh, of a real good Highlander, Mr Donald C. MacPherson , of the Advocates’ Library. The deceased was a native of Bohuntin, Lochaber, and was well Known to every one in any way connected with Celtic literature. Birth and early training in a district where the Gaelic is spoken with great fulness and purity, fitted him for using his native language with a power and richness which but few in our, or in any day, could wield.
A first class education gave a definiteness and exactness to his consideration of the structure and history of the language, and enabled him to bring to bear upon his study of it all the light that ancient and classical sources could afford. Added to this personal equipment was the position he held as one of the Librarians to the Library of the Faculty of Advocates, and of which he did not fail to avail himself for the elucidation of everything connected with his favourite pursuit, and the augmentation of his large and interesting store of the literature and lore of his native Highlands.

The result of all this was that the deceased became one of our best Gaelic scholars and a trustworthy authority on all matters connected with his native language, and it is doubtful if many will be found in the future able to qualify themselves to fill his place.
The amount of positive work done by our late friend to enrich the stock of our Celtic literature is not generally known. So retiring and sensitive was his modesty that he shrunk from the slightest public mention of his labours, and he seldom adhibited his name to any of his productions.
Among his published works are " An Duanaire," a collection of Gaelic songs previously unpublished ;
the Gaelic Translation of a Catholic Prayer-book and Catechism; a new, accurate, and complete edition of Mac Mhaighstir Alasdair's poems; " Am Feilleire," a Gaelic almanac; and only last year Part I of a new Gaelic Grammar.
We learn that at the time of his death he was engaged on some other ecclesiastical work. He had been of considerable service to Mr J. F. Campbell in the preparation of "Leabhar na Feinne," to Mr Jerram in editing his " Sean Dana;" and to the editor of the recently published Catholic version of the New Testament. He was for a few years editor of, and always a contributor to, the Gael; and his valuable articles on the. "Macdonalds of Keppoch," which appeared in the last volume of the Celtic Magazine, are still fresh in the recollection of the reader. His early death will be sincerely regretted by all who were fortunate enough to know him.
His kind and modest behaviour, and his willingness to place his assistance and information at the disposal of anyone who put them in request, made him the favourite of all. He was a member of the Roman Catholic Church, and of spotless life and character. He died of disease of the heart, brought on by a recent and very severe attack of rheumatic fever; and his death was painfully sudden, being found dead in his room on the morning of Wednesday, the 23d of June, having only the previous evening removed into new lodgings. Ever since he had the attack of rheumatic fever his health continued in a most unsatisfactory and precarious condition; and when during a recent visit to Edinburgh we spent some time in his company, he expressed himself seriously
apprehensive as to the immediate future, while his more intimate friends had little or no hope of his recovery.  In-early life he was the pupil of James Munro of Kilmonivaig, the well-known Gaelic scholar and author of the Gaelic Grammar, and under his tuition he soon became well versed in the literature of the Highlands, and had his appetite whetted with a desire to completely master it.
   We believe that his original intention was to educate himself for the priesthood, but he soon abandoned this idea, finding it not quite congenial to his taste. His position in the Advocates Library afforded him facilities for prosecuting his Celtic and Antiquarian researches, which were unique, and for which we really envied his position. While never losing sight of his Celtic studies, he was well up, not only in English literature, but also in that of Greece and Rome, Germany and France. We understand that he had in preparation an edition of the poems of Ian Lom, the famous Lochaber bard, for publication. We are also informed that he was recently approached by the authorities of St Benedict's Monastery and College, Fort Augustus, with the view of his being appointed a professor of the Gaelic language in that institution.
He died in the prime of life, and his remains were carried north and interred in his native Braes of Lochaber.

